
 STUDENT AND STAFF FACE COVERING POLICY DURING PANDEMIC 

V. Students and Staff

A. Administrative Policies

6. S c h o o l  H e a l t h  P r o g r a m s

F. Requirement for Face Coverings During Pandemic

The CDC recommends that all school reopening plans address adherence to behaviors that 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. When used consistently and correctly cloth face coverings are 
important to help slow the spread of COVID-19. The CDC provides considerations for wearing 
cloth face coverings and recommends that people wear cloth face coverings in public settings and 
when around people who live outside of their household. The use of cloth face coverings is 
especially important when social distancing is difficult to maintain. 

Cloth face coverings are recommended as a simple barrier to help prevent respiratory droplets 
from traveling into the air and onto other people when the person wearing the cloth face covering 
coughs, sneezes, talks, or raises their voice. Cloth face coverings are an example of source 
control. Several studies have documented asymptomatic and pre-symptomatic SARS-CoV-2 
transmission; meaning that people with COVID-19 who never develop symptoms (asymptomatic) 
and those who are not yet showing symptoms (pre-symptomatic) can still transmit the virus to 
other people. Cloth face coverings are meant to protect other people in case the wearer is 
unknowingly infected. Cloth face coverings are not personal protective equipment, such as 
surgical masks or respirators. Masks with exhalation valves or vents should NOT be worn to help 
prevent the person wearing the mask from spreading COVID-19 to others (source control).  

It is policy of the Narragansett School System that all persons, including students, staff, parents, 
and other visitors, shall wear a face covering when in a Narragansett School System facility or 
transportation vehicle. This policy shall be guided in its implementation by the most updated 
version of the CDC recommendations regarding face coverings available at: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/cloth-face-cover.html, 
including allowable exceptions to the face covering requirement for certain populations or in 
certain scenarios. A face shield does not replace the requirement for the use of a face covering 
under this policy, but may be used in addition to a mask for students or staff who may be at 
higher risk of infection.  

As recommended by the Centers for Disease Control, exceptions to the facemask requirement 
include:  

• Children younger than 2 years old.
• Anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious.
• Anyone who is incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the cloth face covering

without assistance.

Additionally, the Narraganset School committee recognizes that appropriate and consistent use of 
face coverings may be challenging for some students, teachers, and staff, including: 
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• Younger students, such as those in early elementary school.
• Students, teachers, and staff with severe asthma or other breathing difficulties.
• Students, teachers, and staff with special educational or healthcare needs, including

intellectual and developmental disabilities, mental health conditions, and sensory concerns
or tactile sensitivity.

While cloth face coverings are strongly encouraged to reduce the spread of COVID-19, the CDC 
recognizes there are specific instances when wearing a cloth face covering may not be feasible. In 
these instances, parents, guardians, caregivers, teachers, and school administrators should 
consider adaptations and alternatives whenever possible. They may need to consult with 
healthcare providers for advice about wearing cloth face coverings. 

The following practical recommendations from the CDC shall be followed: 

• Include cloth face coverings on school supply lists and provide cloth face coverings as
needed to students, teachers, staff, or visitors who do not have them available.

• Ensure that students and staff are aware of the correct use of cloth face
coverings, including wearing cloth face coverings over the nose and mouth and securely
around the face.

• Ensure that students, teachers and staff are aware that they should wash or sanitize their
hands (using a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol) before putting on a cloth
face covering. 

• Ensure that students, teachers, and staff are aware that they should not touch their cloth
face coverings while wearing them and, if they do, they should wash their hands before and
after with soap and water or sanitize hands (using a hand sanitizer that contains at least
60% alcohol).

• Ensure teachers and staff are aware that they should wash or sanitize hands (using a hand
sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol) before and after helping a student put on or
adjust a cloth face covering. 

• Ensure that all students and staff are aware that cloth face coverings should not be worn if
they are wet. A wet cloth face covering may make it difficult to breathe.

• Ensure that all students and staff are aware that they should never share or swap cloth face
coverings.

• Students’ cloth face coverings should be clearly identified with their names or initials, to
avoid confusion or swapping.

• Cloth face coverings should be washed after every day of use and/or before being used
again, or if visibly soiled.

• Students and schools will have additional cloth face coverings available for students,
teachers, and staff in case a back-up cloth face covering is needed during the day and to
facilitate every day washing of cloth face coverings.

Should a student willfully refuse to wear a face covering, the following process shall take place: 

1st offence: A teacher or administrator shall remind the student of the importance of face 
coverings in slowing the spread of COVID-19 and encourage compliance with the school and 
district requirement.  
2nd offence: A teacher or administrator shall again remind the student of the importance of face 
coverings in slowing the spread of COVID-19 and encourage compliance with the school and 
district requirement and shall call home and impose a school based consequence to encourage 
compliance. 
3rd offence: The student, a parent or guardian, and a school administrator shall hold a conference 
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to determine whether the student will comply with the face covering requirement in order to 
continue to participate in in-person learning or whether the student will access classes through a 
distance learning format. 
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